Travellers in India

service." No such, tiling existed as " inheritance
of estates belonging to great persons;" the king
became absolute owner. No wonder that in
India, more than elsewhere, men worshipped
the rising sun. Mandeslo tells, too, a few stories,
which he probably had from some one else,
which tend to show that Shah Jahan inherited
his father's passionate temper and lust for blood.
A gladiator, for instance,, who had accepted a
challenge to fight a tiger with certain stipulated
and rather limited weapons> in a moment of
extremity saved his life by using his dirk, where-
upon Shah Jahan ordered him to have his belly
ripped open. On another, who had succeeded in
killing the tiger without viola ting the conditions,
he bestowed a title of nobility. Indeed, if there
is one fact more than another which European
travellers, among them Mandeslo, force upon
our notice, it is this, that in medieval India
nothing was so cheap as human life, nothing so
common as its loss, voluntary or involuntary, by
violent means, and nothing so venial in the eyes
of the rulers of the country, whether Hindu or
Mohammedan, as the utmost extreme of dia-
bolical cruelty.*

* A lengthy and interesting volume might easily be written on the sub-
ject of the Oriental attitude towards cruelty. Why is it that in Asia popular
insurrection against cruelty is an almost unheard-of event? Why does the
Chinese feel no "horror naturalis" when he sees his fellow-villager
chopped slowly into little pieces? Why did the Burmese not rise as one
man in 1850 to prevent little children being pounded to a jelly in mor-
tars? The Oriental is as brave as the European 5 we cannot find the answer
In any imaginary cowardice on his part. It is said that he lacks imaginative
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